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TEXASSHRIMP ASSOCIATION SUBMITSPETITION FOR EMERGENCY RULE
MAKING TO REDUCE 2001 TOTAL ALLOWABLE CATCH (TAC) OF RED SNAPPER IN
GULF OF MEXICO FEDERAL WATERSTO S3MILLION POUNDS

NOAA Fisheries announces receipt of a petition for
emergency rulemaking or fishery managementaction
under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation
and Management Act and the Administrative
Procedures Act. The Texas Shrimp Association
(TSA) has petitioned the U.S. Department of
Commerceto promulgate an emergency ruleto reduce
the 2001 total allowable catch (TAC) in the directed
commercia and recreational fisheriesfor red snapper
inthe Gulf of Mexico from9.12 million poundsto no
more than 3 million pounds. Also, the TSA petition
requests that the emergency action shorten the
recreational fishing season as part of the TAC
reduction. The petition filed by TSA maintains that
overfishing has been occurring in the Gulf of Mexico
red snapper fishery and will occur again in 2001,
thereby necessitatingemergency rulemakingto reduce
the2001 TACfor thedirected fishery. Includedinthe
requested emergency action for TAC reduction is a
request to shorten the recreational fishing season
(currently April 21-October 31, 2001). The petition
was published in the Federal Register on April 19,
2001 (Vol. 66, No. 76).

The TSA petition states that the following are causes
of previous and continuing overfishing: (1) TSA
assertsthat the current definition of “optimum yield”
(QY) in the Fishery Management Plan for the Reef
Fish Resources of the Gulf of Mexico does not
conform to the more rigorous dedinition of OY
required by the Sustainable Fisheries Act of 1996,
which amended the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act; (2) TSA asserts
that NMFS' scientific studies indicate that bycatch
reduction devices required in shrimp trawlsin the

exclusive economic zone of the Gulf of Mexico west
of Cape San Blas, Florida, have reduced juvenile red
snapper mortality by 40 percent or lessindead of the
50 to 60 percent reduction necessary asabasisfor the
present 9.12-million-Ib TAC. Further, TSA asserts
that NMFS and the Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council (Council) have greatly
exaggerated the importance (positive impact) of
bycatch reduction for rebuildng the red snapper
stock; (3) TSA asserts that recent scientific
information presented to the Council's Scientific
Advisory Committee indicates that the overfished
condition of the red snapper fishery is a result of
excessivefishing pressure by the directed fisheries, in
particular the recreational sector of the fishery, and
not because of bycatch mortality associated with
shrimp harvest; (4) TSA states that the recreational
sector of the directed fishery continues to exceed its
annual quota under the present season opening and
closing dates, (5) TSA states that NMFS is
significantly underestimating fishing &fort in the
recreational sector, which allowsthat sector toharvest
red snapper in excess of its share of the TAC; and (6)
TSA assertsthat NMFShasfailed to makeareduction
in the recreational sector's share of the TAC to
account for these excessive harvests.

NMFS also notes that the Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council, at its January 2001 meeting,
took final action on recommendations for rebuilding
thered snapper stock, including recommendationsfor
TAC. The Council is expected to formally submit
these recommendations to NMFS for Secretarial
review in the near future.



NMFS will consider public comments and other
relevant information in determining whether to grant
thepetitionfiled by TSA. Commentswill be accepted
through May 21, 2001. Copies of the petition are
available, and written comments on the need for such
a regulation, its objectives, alternative approaches,
and any other comments may be addressed to Phil
Steele, Southeast Regional Office, NMFS, 9721
Executive Center Drive N., St. Petersburg, Fl 33702.

NOAA will publish a notice of the agency's final
disposition of the TSA petition request in the Federal

Reqister.

This and other news bulletins are available on the
SERO homepage at http://caldera.sero.nmfs.gov/.
NOAA Fisheries is an agency of the Commerce
Department's National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.



